
A Message from the Principal ~ October 2017 

  

                      Ghent’s Vision: We're preparing strong, self-motivated learners!  

Dear Parents, 

The purpose of this October newsletter is to communicate more 

information about two of our adopted K-8 school-wide learning practices: 

vocabulary building and sustained silent reading.    

 

We chose vocabulary building as a 

school-wide practice because 

research says that direct instruction 

in content-area terminology results in 

performance at the 83rd percentile 

(in the top 17%) versus performance 

at just the 50th percentile for those 

students receiving no direct 

instruction on key subject area 

vocabulary. See Ghent’s 6-step direct 

vocabulary instruction model on the 

reverse side of this newsletter. 

 

 

We chose sustained silent reading 

because the research shows that 

students who read independently for 

at least 14.2 minutes per day score in 

the top 20% (at the 80th percentile).  

This is an easy practice to support at 

home! 
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Ghent’s 6 Step Process ~ Teaching Academic Vocabulary 

(based on the work of Robert Marzano) 

1. The teacher describes, explains, and gives examples of 

the new term. 

2. Students say the word, explain the term in their own 

words, and then give examples of the new term. 

3. Students write the word, & draw a picture or symbol for 

the new term. 

4. The teacher employs a variety of activities to add 

meaning and build student knowledge about the 

vocabulary. 

5. Students discuss the new terminology together. 

6. The teacher periodically uses games that allow students 

to play with the term.   

Here’s an example of how parents can assist at home 

using Steps 1 – 5 for: Science SOL 4.7a Planets in the 

Solar System. 

Have your child i. explain what the word planet means and 

ii. give an example, iii. write the word, and iv. make a sketch 

of the solar system to teach you the names of all of the 

planets (in order of course!).  v. Discuss together.    

1.School News: An Orientation for parents interested in the 2018 Kindergarten entrance lottery will 

be held at Ghent on Thursday, Oct. 19 at 10:00 a.m.  2.The carnival is Saturday,  Oct. 21 at 10:00 a.m. 


